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' This "Account" or "State" is not printed in Russells Magazine. 
' Shirers Ferry, frequently called Briersleys' and Strothers Ferry. See 
Tarleton's Memoirs, pp. 175, 184, 202, also excellent large map in same. 
' See Historical Notes, this issue. 
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* Nelson's Ferry across Santee, nearest Charleston except Lenud's. 

* Lenud's Ferry next South of Nelson's. 

* James Cassilis of Georgetown District. Scotchman settled in S. C. 1758; 
mustered with Revolutionists in 1775 conforming under compulsion and took 
State oath, but never bore arms; joined British in Charleston 1780. Be- 
trayed by his own men, carried to North Carolina and imprisoned as a dan- 
gerous leader; made his escape and much employed by the British in danger- 
ous service until the evacuation of the Province. He was banished and pro- 
scribed in 1782. His property was plundered in 1780; was in England in 
1784 and his character attested as well established by Rev. James Stewart, 
Rector of Georgetown. See Royalist Commission Reports, N. Y. Transcript; 
LV, pp. 107, 121 LX, 399; VIII, 76. 

' James Carey: Commissioned Major by Cornwallis 1st Battalion Camden 
Royal Militia, appointed Colonel by Lord Rawdon. See Ontario Bureau of 
Archives, Second Report, pp. 646, 652 and 675 also Roy. Comm. Rep. N. Y. 
Trans., VIII, 132. 
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Ab'. 600 Virg"^. under Gen'. Stevens served for 3 & a few 

for 8 Months — ^great part of their Times ex- 
pired. 
154. So. Carol. Mil*, under Col. Marion ab*. Pedee. 
194. N°. C. Mil. under Gen'. Harrington at Pedee — 
most of 'em ab* to disband. 
4 or 500 S°. Carol\ & Ge". Mil\ (lately under 
Gen'. Sumpter) ab*. the Iron W°.* or Pacolet. 
260 reg""". on the March from Hillsbor". badly 
cloathed — the Virg"'. wretchedly so — N". C: 
says they will soon have a N°. of Mil'', in the 
field but ques. when or what No. 
150 mil", und--. Gen'. Butler guards Pris""^ at 
SaHsi^y. 

The enemy on the 15*''. also, had not above 500 Regulars in 
C;Town — they were working on the Lines at the back of the 
Town — repairing & strengthening 'em — & it is said they were 
about to raise some Redoubts in front of these Lines. The 
Galatea was in the Harbour. Very few Reg'", in Sav°. 

Charlotte Dec' 9. 1780. 
Gent.— 

I find the enemy have left Virginia, probably, for S". Carolina, 
or to land in the lower part of this State, ab*. Cape-Fear -River, 
& effect a Junction with Lord Cornwallis, more readily than they 
could from Virginia — your utmost Attention, to the speedy 
Relief of the Southernmost States, is absolutely necessary, & I 
must repeat my Recommendation, of them, to your Care — I 
sh"* have been better satisfied, if the Enemy had remained in 
Virginia, for, I think, that State w** have been a Match for 'em, 
& I do not apprehend their Removal will give us any consider- 
able Aid, this Way, from Virginia, nor that, what does come 
(if any sh**) will arrive soon — &, the reinforcement, from Vir- 
ginia, added to that from N. York v.ill make Lord Cornwallis, 
so formidable, that I fear it will not be an easy Matter to pre- 
scribe Bounds to his Progress, unless he sh''. have Reason to fear 
a respectable force, towards the Sea — Every thing which can 
be done, here, certainly will be, but, we shall look for great Mat- 

s Old Iron Works. 



62 so. CA. HISTORICAL AND GENEALOGICAL MAGAZINE 

ters,' from you, & you must not from us — I rec'^. a letter, of Nov. 
13. from the Presid'. of Congress, last Night, pr Express, but none 
from you — 

I am with great Regard 

Gent. yr. most obed. Ser*. 
J: Rutledge 
P.S. 

W. it not be possible for the French Fleet, & Army, at Rhode- 
Island, to slip out, & get, at last into Chesapeake-Bay? the 
March from thence, hither, W* not be great — Pray don't let 'em 
remain at Rhode-Island a Moment longer, than can be avoided — 
the British possessing that place is no consequence to Us — 

Thomas's Plantation, on Pedee, nearly 
opposite to Cheraw-Hill — Dec. 30: 1780 
Gent— 

On the IS**" Instant, I rec'' your Letter of the 27*''. ult"— I am 
sorry to find, by the Gazette it inclosed, that the King of G: Britain 
has got a new Parliament, altogether to his Mind;'" However, I 
hope that Circumstances will cause our Allies, as well as the 
United States, to make the most speedy & vigorous Exertions, 
for an early Campaign, so as to render it decisive — ab'. 4 Weeks 
ago. Col: Few'' took Gen'. Williamson, at his own House, with a 
large Quantity of Provisions, w"'' were laid up there, for the Use 
of the Enemy, but, he suffer'd him to remain at Home, for sev- 
eral days, on Parol, within w"** Time he was to determine, whether 
he w"*. take part with us, or not : However, before the Expir" of that 
Time Col: Cruger marched from his Fort at Ninety Six, with 
most of the Garrison, & was joined by Rob. Cunningham, who 
is a Brig' of Militia, ag^'. Few — He, misinformed of the Enemys 
No. (470) detached 100 Men, under Clarke, to attack 'em'^— 

' In season and out of season the Governor urged upon the Delegates the 
necessity of aid, and material aid from other States and from France. As 
the result proved, the gallant efforts of the "partisans," while staying the 
British, could not regain the City or the State. 

'" Yet it was this Parliament which passed Resolutions putting an end to 
the War with America, just after the news was received in England of the 
surrender of Cornwallis at Yorktown. 

" Col. William Bryan Few of Georgia. 

'^ Dec. 11th, 1780. Few has been criticized for his behavior towards 
Clarke. 
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Clark was wounded, & obliged to retreat, with the loss of 10 or 
12 Men, to Tyger-River, haV^ killed more of the Enemy — Marion 
lately fell on McLawraths Rear,*' &, with*, any Loss, killed & 
took some of his Men — Gen'. Green marched from Charlotte, 
for this place, with part of the Army, where he arrived Yester- 
day — Morgan is gone with the Remainder, towards Ninety-Six — 
I have appointed Col. Marion, a Brigadier & thrown all the Reg- 
iments, Ew^. of Santee — Wateree & Catawba Rivers, into his 
Brigade, those to the Westward compose Sumpter's, whose 
Wovmd (the doctors say), will disable him from taking the field, 
for several months — This is a very unfortunate Circumstance, 
& we shall feel the Loss of his Services, very much, though. During 
his Illness, Morgan will command his Troops — Gen'. Leslie ar- 
rived at C,Town with the forces which were in Virginia, ab'. the 
14 Ins* — The Enemy hold the same Posts in the Country, as I 
ment<*. in my last — It is said that appearances at Camden & 
Winnsbor". indicated an Intention to move from those Posts, 
lower down the Country, & some People flatter themselves, with 
the Idea, of their going to C: Tov/n, but I cannot believe that 
they will evacuate Camden," &, if Cornwallis sh"*. leave Winss- 
bor"., he will not go lower, (I think,) than the Congaree — why 
they sh"*. go to C: Town I can', conceive — I rather apprehend, 
the Enemy will attempt to drive us from this place, & prevent 
our collecting Supplies on this River — The Cherokees, or Tories 
painted like Indians, (but I think the former) have lately killed 
some people on the Frontiers of No. & So. Carolina, which has 
prevented, & will prevent, them from turning out, in the remot- 
country, as they ought — We have no certain Acco*. of the Vir- 
ginia troops or Lee's Horse — The report is, that they are come 
ing on, but where they really are, no one here knows — I fear it 
will be long before they arrive, &, when they do, that their Num- 
bers will prove, (as usual) very short — Indeed We hear that 
the 18 Months Men do not exceed 800— The Time of the Vir- 
ginia Militia, who are here, & who are draughted only for 3 
Months, will expire in 3 Weeks— Our prospect is gloomy, for our 
Numbers are very small & our Men mostly in Rags, almost 

" Major McLeroth of the 64th Regiment, a gallant and humane British 
officer. 

'* Camden was not evacuated till Max 10th, 1781. 
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naked, scarce a Blanket to cover them, shivering with Cold, & 
drinking Water — I shall be glad to hear, that the Pennsylvania 
Line, who I am told are enlisted for the War, & are well cloathed, 
are to join us — (for I have no expectation of obtaining such 
Troops, from No. Carolina, or Virginia — ) We may then, per- 
haps, be able to hold some part of the Country — but when shall 
we retake the Town? — Not, unless our Allies exert themselves, 
very powerfully, for that purpose — untill that Event takes 
place, and we can open the Trade of the Country, I shall think 
everything else poor trifling Business — I hope you will not fail to 
use every Effort, in your Power, to effect that desireable end — 
We are told that Mr. Gadsden died,'^ in the Castle at Augus- 
tine, (but I can't say how far that Intelligence may be depended 
on), and that the rest of the Gent: who were sent out thither, 
are on Parole, in the Town — Inclosed is a List of persons lately 
sent thither — others are sent, & more are to foUow, whose Names 
I have not — I am impatient to hear, that an Exchange of the 
Garrison at C; Town has taken place, so that our unhappy friends 
may be reUeved, from the oppressive & cruel Treatment which 
they suffer — 

I am with great Regard 

Gent. y''. most obd'. Ser'. 

J: Rutledge 

P. S. Be pleased to direct, & forward the inclosed to Gillons 
Correspond*., at S'. Eust".'* by the first Convey" to that Place — 
direct the Capt", to whom they are deUvered, to throw 'em over- 
board, in Case of danger of being taken — & give GiUon your 
Sentiments, on the probability of his, or Joiner's Services, being 
wanted by the Fleet of our Ally, on our Coast. 

Dec. 30th, Gen'. Marion, by Ltr' of the 27'''. Ins*., informs, 
that he left Santee-River, the da}^ before — that Major McLaw- 
rath had taken post at the great Savannah (Farars) with ab*. 
300 Men — that Leslies Troops were last Sunday, at Monk's 
Corner, on the way to Nielsens Ferry — The Causey to which was 

'^ Genl. Christopher Gadsden of course did not die then, nor until -iVug. 28"^, 
1805. 

•' St. Eustatius. Gillon had asked that letters for him be directed to that 
place. This Magazine, vol. IX, p. 198. 
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repairing — and that 500 Men (as he heard,) had crossed Lewis's 
Ferry, on their way to Geo: To'vm — but the last of this Intelli- 
gence wanted Confirmation — I think it, however, very probable — 
Marion apprehended the Enemy meant to cut off his Retreat 
to Pedee, & had, therefore, proceeded to Indian-Town 
The Hcnble The Delegates of S° Carohna in Congress 

Thomas' Plant" Cheraws 
Jany 10: 1781 

Gent— 

My last letter to you was, pr Express, about the 30"". ult" — I 
have not rec"* one from you since yours of the 27 Nov'' — I find, 
that the Flag, which*, by that Letter, you say was expected to 
sail in a few days for C: Town had not arrived there, the 2^ In- 
stant, when Gen' du PortaiP' who is now here, left that place — I 
understand that there were at that timiC, about 600 Sail of square- 
rigged Vessells, in C : Town Harbour — These will carry off a con- 
siderable Supply of Rice, Indigo, Tobacco, Naval Stores, & Lum- 
ber, for the W: Indies, the British Market & Navy — Indeed I 
look upon two years crops already secured, to the Enemy, by the 
Fall of C : Town — Some Tories embodied last week, on Little- 
Pedee — Col°. Kolb has dispersed such of 'em as he could find col- 
lected, but, I fear a Storm is gathering in that Quarter, & will 
burst, if the Enemy should advance, in force, this Way, for I 
am well informed, that they have several British Officers, in dis- 
guise, & other Emissaries, recruiting in N°. Carolina, and on the 
Borders of this & that State— ab*. the 31='. ult". Gen' Morgan 
detached Col: Washington, w*'' 300 regulars & Militia Horse, to 
attack Col : Vance, & 200 Tories, (who set out to attack him, but 
had retreated — ) He did so, killed ab*. 160, & took 35 Prisoners, 
with 40 Horses & some Baggage — But, such Affairs are trifling — 
nor will anything, in my opinion, be of Consequence, untill we 
have a sufficient force to regain the whole State, both Town & 
Country — This, I imagine. We might soon have, on a proper 
Representation, to France, of our Situation — I therefore hope, 
it has already been made, & a satisfactory Answer received — if 
not, pray don't fail to press it continually, untill it has the desired 

" du Portail. A distinguished engineer officer sent to America by Frank- 
lin in 1777, made a Major General by Congress. 
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Effect — The Enemy's' force is so far superior to what We are 
likely to bring into the Field, that I have no Hope of any thing, 
material, except from that Quarter — I fear N°. Carolina will 
adhere to the old plan of draughting Militia, for 3 Months — you 
know the futility of that System — or, if they should resolve to 
raise Men, for the War, the Resolve will never be carr"* into 
Execution — Virginia, it is said, intends to raise 6000 Men, for the 
War, by a Bounty of $10,000 dollars, & Promise of a Negroe at 
the Expiration of their Service— but, you will readily judge, 
what may be relied on, from that Plan, when you reflect that in 
June last, they resolved to raise Men, for 18 Months only, at an 
amazing Price, & expected to have at least, 3500 Men, in the 
Field — Instead of which they have had, only ab' 250, (in Rags — ) 
ab* 400, under Col". Greene are on the March, near Us, who, by 
Baron Steuben's Means, are pretty well cloathed — We have no 
Certainty, that more will come, tho', it is said, & probably, about 
the same Number may — However, supposing we get even as large 
a proportion of the 6000, as We have, & are to have, of the 3500, 
how small will their Number be? &, if these are in the field, no 
sooner, from the Time of resolving to raise 'em, than those, when 
shall We have them — I will say nothing ab* their being cloathed, 
because, I put all Chance of that, out of the Case — I hope, there- 
fore, that neither, you, or any Members of Congress, will be 
amused with, or give any Credit to the false Intelligence which I 
frequently see, in the Northw"*. Gazettes, recounting Battles 
which are never fought, Marches which were never made — plac- 
ing the Enemy in the most forlorn, & ourselves in the most ad- 
vantageous. Situation — lessening their, & exaggerating our, 
Numbers & magnifying every little Affair which really happens, 
in our favour — I fear, that our Flashes of success, now & then, 
ag'* the Tories, or small Parties of British, (in the words of C: 
Fox) are like an Ignis fatuus, continually misleading our Friends 
& Well Wishers, but, be persuaded that, unless, We have a re- 
spectable French Fleet & Army, well appointed, & sufficiently 
furnished with Supplies of military Stores, & Provisions, there is 
no probability of regaining the Country, much less the Town for 
the Enemy will not quit the former, untill the latter is beseiged, 
or ab* to be so — but, if, ever the Country should be recovered, & 
could be held, (which will be attended with much difficulty,) of 
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how little Avail will that be, while the Enemy possess the Town, 
& all the Sea-Islands — My anxiety occasions my dwelling so much 
on this Point, and pressing it, by every letter, to your closest 
Attention — I conjure you, by every tie of duty & Affection to 
our unhappy Country to labour, incessantly to obtain it — 
I am with great regard 

Gent. yr. most obed. Ser* 
J: Rutledge— 

P. S. Col° Lee arrived yesterday, w*"* his Legion — ab* 260 — I 
hke him much, & expect great Service from his Corps — Corn- 
wallis has sent orders to Cruger, at Ninety-six, to enlarge the 
Works there, (which he is now doing,) promising to reinforce, & 
support him — His Lordship declares, that he will shortly send 
every disaffected person, out of the State with his family, & apply 
his property to publick use — Pickens & Bowie have joined Mor- 
gan, with ab*. 70 Men — but they can*, promise that many more 
will follow — Indeed it is almost amazing that any will come out, 
when there is such a disparity; between the Enemy's force & 
ours — so little prospect of the latter increasing, & the Conse- 
quence of their coming off is, at least, the destruction of their 
property, & reducing their Families to Beggary — Gen' Portail 
will give you, & Congress (if des'', which I hope he will be) such 
information of the Condition of the Prisoners of War in So. Caro- 
lina., as will, I think, induce 'em to effect their Exchange, if pos- 
sible, with*, further delay as well as to supply 'em, & keep 'em 
supplied, with such Articles as may render their Captivity less 
irksome, untill they are relieved from it — I can* conceive what 
Excuse can be made, for not having the Prisoners relieved, by 
the 2d Jany, when the Resolve for that purpose was passed, ab' 
the 20**" of August — The Board of War, I think, can give no 
reason for this, but the grossest Inattention on their part — I am 
sorry to find, that Congress is so indifferent abt: the Conduct of 
that department, as to suffer 'em to trifle in such a Business — 
I must again, however, press these Points of Rehef & Exchange, 
to your particular Notice — if the Weather will admit of the 
Virginia 18 Months Men being reviewed, before Gen'. Portail 
leaves us, he will be able to inform you from occular demonstra- 
tion, of their tatter'' Condition. 



68 so. CA. HISTOHICAL AND GENEALOGICAL MAGAZINE 

Cheraws Jany. 11-1781. 
Gent,— 

This will be delivered to you, by General du Portail — The 
Exchange of that valuable Officer will prove a very fortunate 
Circumstance for the Southern-States, if Congress make the 
proper Use of the information which they may derive, from his 
experience, Knowledge, & great Abilities — I hope you will avail 
yourselves of it, & that you will agree, with him, & me, in opinion, 
that there is no prospect of a speedy Peace — & that We should 
act, as if there was none — trust no longer to temporary Shifts or 
Expedients — & to Requisitions on the several States — but, 
procure, from France, immediately, a sufficient Quantity, & 
Number, of money, Cloathing, & Military Stores, and of Ships, 
Men, & Arms — & with this foreign Aid, & the Resources which 
could be speedily collected, for a while, from the Country, make 
such early & vigorous Efforts, as would, probably render the 
Campaign decisive, & fix, irrevocably the Independence of every 
State.18 

I am Gent. 

y"' most Obed' Ser' 
J: Rutledge 
Cheraws Jany 14: 1781 

Gent- 
Gen' du Portail not having yet got off, I have taken back the 
enclosed (which I had committed to his Charge,) in order to send 
'em, with greater dispatch, by this Express — & to acknowledge 
the receipt, yesterday, of your Letter, of the 12*'" ult° — I am glad 
to find, that Holland & Portugal have acceded to the League of 
Neutrality — & that a Flag was, at last, about to sail for C : Town — 
it will show our Friends there, that, they are not totally forgotten, 
tho, the Trifle of 4000 dollars for the Officers, (not I believe above 
15 pr Man) is not worth mentioning — I still think the Board of 
War have been exceedingly inattentive about procuring hard 
Money — I hope the Acco*= you have respecting the Eagle's Prize, 
are true, & that, it is valuable — if so, a fund may arise, from it, 
as well for supplying you with some Money, as procuring Neces- 

18 The surrender of Cornwallis, which practically ended the War, showed 
how wisely Rutledge judged. 
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saries, on Acco' of the State, for our Fellow Soldiers & Citizens, 
in Captivity, whose Condition is truly deplorable — if Jones sh'' 
arrive, w*^ the Articles expected, I hope you will not fail to ob- 
tain our due proportion of them — I presume you will have 
reC* Intelligence, 'eer now, of the Enemys' Arrival in Virginia — 
I w'* have been glad to hear that Messr^ Joiner'^ & Rochambout 
are close at their Heals — the former object of Cornwallis, to make 
a Junction, between the Troops in Virginia & those in So. Caro- 
lina, will be now reattempted — I wish I could see a greater, & 
better, force, embodied, & properly prepared, to oppose them — 
I hope to hear from you soon in Answer to my Letters from Salis- 
bury, Charlotte & this place — 

I am with great regard 
Gent. 

yr. most obed. Ser' 
J: Rutledge 
The Delegates of So. Carohna in Congress. 

{To he continued) 



" Commodore Alexander Gillon commanded the Frigate South Carolina, 
belonging to the State, and was succeeded by Capt. John Joyner under whom 
she was captured by three British men of war on Dec. 20th, 1782. 



